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Introduction
Every country in the world, unfailingly, is arming. Because protection and armament are strongly linked.
It is, nonetheless, directly linked to the notion of war. In other words, armament is both a security tool and
a weapon of mass destruction. Far East countries have likewise been arming themselves with their own
set of causes and events. China, for example, has been arming consistently for the last 40 years, making it
the most developed Far East country and number 2 in the world in terms of military development. In this
light, this chair report intends to investigate the major arms suppliers to Far East and Central Asian
countries, as well as the reasons for the region's rapid increase in arming after the 2000s. The phrase "Far
East" refers to geographic territories of East and Southeast Asia, as well as, to a slightly lesser degree, the
Russian Far East. The epithet "far east" initially appeared in European global rhetoric in the 15th century,
especially among the British, to designate the Far East as the "farthest" of the three "easts," beyond the
Near East and the Middle East.

Image 1: Far East Countries (Australia, New Zealand, Japan, North Korea, South Korea, Mongolia, the People's Republic of
China (including Hong Kong and Macau), Taiwan, Quemoy, and Matsu, Brunei, Cambodia, East Timor, Indonesia, India, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar (Burma), The Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.)

Definition of Key Terms
Ballistic missiles: A rocket-powered missile that is fired in a high arc with guidance for its ascent but
then becomes unpowered and unguided as it descends.
Armament: Use the phrase “armament” to refer to the weaponry that armies employ when fighting wars.
An armament, for example, is a tank. Heavy-duty weaponry and the equipment that accompanies with it,
such as bombs, fighter jets, tanks, and assault rifles, are referred to as armament.
Mass Destruction: Large-scale death or injury, such as that inflicted by nuclear or biological weapons
Armament Race: Arms races are spiraling processes of on-going, arguably open-ended conduct in which
states compete for supremacy in weapons technology and stockpiling. An arms(or armament) race is
fundamentally a race in which two or more adversarial nations compete to produce the greatest array of
weapons imaginable. This definition is primarily made up of four parts. First and foremost, there is a
strong desire and need on all sides. If one does it, the other is likely to follow suit. Second, it's an
expedited process requiring a concerted national effort. An arms race consumes a lot of resources. Then
there are opposing viewpoints. Stockpiling firearms makes little sense if nobody else does. Ultimately, the
importance of quantity cannot be overstated. Without doubt, a country aspires to have more than its
opponents.
Missile Launch Facility: A missile launch facility, also known as an underground missile silo, launch
facility (LF), or nuclear silo, is an underground vertical cylindrical structure used to store and launch
intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs), intermediate-range ballistic missiles (IRBMs), and
medium-range ballistic missiles (MRBMs). Anti-ballistic missiles can utilize similar facilities (ABMs).

General Overview
If the total arms purchases made by Far East countries were 59 million dollars in 2006, this trend
increased to 107 million US dollars in 2009; If the total arms purchases of the countries in the region
increased to 209 million US dollars in 2012, this figure increased by 3.5 times and reached 690 million
US dollars in 2015. The fact that armament is directly linked to security is the major reason why Far East
countries, and indeed all governments, place such a high value on it. Armament, on the other hand, is
intriguing because it serves as both a security and a deterrent. The Asia-Pacific region, which has become
increasingly central to the international political economy, has recently started to come to the fore with
increasing military activities, developing military technologies and increases in countries' defense
expenditures. In this context, as the relations between China and the United States of America (USA),
where the main rivalry is experienced in the Asia-Pacific region, and China and Japan, where there is a
more secondary but very important rivalry, heat up, both these countries and smaller countries that are on
the side of regional politics increase their armament expenditures. Therefore, it becomes an important
issue whether the region enters into an arms race or not.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views
China
When we look at the subject in particular from the point of perspective of China, the country in question
has started to mass produce the DF-26, a multi-purpose weapon with a range of 4,000 kilometers. The
range of this missile is capable of hitting the island of Guam, where one of the key US military bases in
the Pacific is located. The missile is China's first nuclear warhead missile system capable of "precision
strikes." However, the aforementioned missile can also use a conventional gun head. The system is an
advanced road mobile system developed by China for medium-range missiles. Some analysts estimate
that there may be a margin of error between 150 and 450 meters in the missile's ability to hit the target
accurately. However, the system is still important for China's strategic offensive weapons and increases
the country's strike capacity. The Department of Defense (DoD) has sent Congress a yearly report on
defense and paramilitary developments concerning the People's Republic of China for the past 20 years
(PRC). The outlines of China's strategic plan, its response to security and domestic affairs, and anticipated
changes in the PRC's military services over the next 20 years, among other issues, have all been examined
in these publications. The People's Liberation Army (PLA) will focus on achieving key modernization
milestones in 2020 in order to meet the Chinese Communist Party's (CCP) greater aim of transforming
China into a "moderately wealthy society" by the CCP's centennial in 2021. 2020 provides a rare chance
to analyze both the consistency and alterations in the PRC's policy and military forces over the recent
decades, as the US proceeds to address the expanding strategic threats posed by the PRC. By 2049, the
People's Republic of China (PRC) wants to accomplish "great revival of the Chinese nation." China's
strategy can be described as a steadfast quest of sociopolitical modernisation that encompasses a wide
range of initiatives to strengthen China's national power, improve its governance institutions, and alter the
international order. This strategy is framed by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) as an attempt to fulfill
long-held nationalist objectives to "return" China to a position of strength, wealth, and global leadership.
China's leadership has long considered the country as engaged in a serious worldwide strategic
competition with other countries, particularly the United States. China stepped up its efforts in 2019 to
progress its entire development, including stabilizing its economy, bolstering its military services, and
taking a more prominent position in international affairs. Foreign policy is a broad term that encompasses
The People's Republic of China's foreign policy aims to remodel portions of the international order on the
Party's terms and in accordance with values and concepts that the Party believes are critical to creating an
external environment that is favorable to China's national rejuvenation. The People's Republic of China
acknowledged in 2019 that its armed forces should play a more active role in furthering its foreign policy,
emphasizing the increasingly global nature that Beijing attributes to its military might.

USA
In contrast, the United States is developing new weaponry in the Pacific to oppose Beijing. In fact, the
US-Indo-Pacific Command aims to utilize its new long-range weapons to Japan, Taiwan, and other
Pacific countries, according to the US 2021 military briefing documents. The Long Range Hypersonic

Weapon is a missile capable of hitting targets at more than five times the speed of sound across a distance
of more than 2,775 kilometers with a warhead capable of hitting targets at more than five times the speed
of sound. According to statistics provided by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, the
United States is by far the world's largest spender on military strategies, with a budget of US$778 billion
last year, accounting for 39% of total worldwide military expenditure. With almost 13,000 military
aircraft, including 5,163 deployed by the US Air Force, America maintains its lead. According to Flight
Global's 2021 World Air Forces Report, its forces include the F-35 Lightning and F-22 Raptor, which are
among the world's most modern combat jets. China has not revealed the number of warheads it has, but
according to the US Defense Department's most recent assessment on the Chinese military, the stockpile
is "now assessed to be in the low-200s," while the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute put
the number at 350 this year. Even in the midst of the Cold War, the United States and the Soviet Union
were able to develop effective nuclear safeguards and constraints. They had good reasons to work
together. Both had
lived through the
terrifying weeks of
the Cuban Missile
Crisis, when the
world was on the
verge of disaster.
Today, the United
States and China – as
well as the rest of the
world – cannot afford
to wait for another
crisis to take similar
safeguards.

Eastern Military District (VVO)
The Eastern Military District is one of Russia's military districts. It is one of the Russian Armed Forces'
five military districts, with jurisdiction over the country's Far Eastern Federal District. The Eastern
Military District was established on September 20, 2010, by Presidential Decree No1144, which replaced
the Far East Military District with the addition of the Siberian Military District's Transbaikal sector, as
part of the 2008 military reforms. Admiral Konstantin Sidenko, the district's commander, took charge on
October 21, 2010. Four combined arms armies, one air force and air defense association, one army corps,
Pacific Fleet ships and coastal soldiers, ocean fleet, underwater forces, and naval aviation fleet make up
the VVO troops. With the exception of the Airborne Forces, the commander has all components of the
Armed Forces and battle weapons deployed on the district's territory as subordinates. In addition, the
Federal Service of National Guard troops, the Federal Security Service's Border Guard Service, as well as

parts of Russia's Ministry of Emergency Situations and other ministries and departments conducting
activities in the district's area, are all under its operational command. The Democratic People's Republic
of Korea borders a 17-kilometer land border and a 22-kilometer maritime border with Russia, in addition
to a border with South Korea. On April 20, 2017, it was reported that Russia was transferring troops and
equipment to reinforce the boundary with North Korea. As Donald Trump's naval fleet prepares to sail to
the Korean Peninsula, the decision was made. "Locals have spotted railroad trains filled with military
equipment going towards the Primorsky area via Khabarovsk," said primemedia.ru in Russia's far east,
tying the advancement to the North Korean dilemma.

Japan
In the post war era, Japan acquired technological capabilities in the civilian workforce, such as vehicles
and electrical appliances, as part of its ambition to become the nation's technological leader. At the very
same time, Japan had created cutting-edge security technology that assisted the Ground, Maritime, and
Air Self-Defense Forces carry out their missions, despite the fact that it was not publicly known. The
country's modern defense, the Self Defense Force, was established in 1954. Japan is now placed fifth in
the world in terms of overall military station, after the United States, Russia, China, and India, and its
defense expenditure is ranked sixth in the Global Firepower rating site's 2021 list of 140 countries.

Hong Kong
Hong Kong is a People's Republic of China special administrative territory that was originally a British
crown colony. As a result, it has never had its own military force, and defense has always been a
sovereign power's responsibility. The People's Liberation Army Hong Kong Garrison is currently in
charge of the territory's defense. It was once the responsibility of the British Forces Overseas Hong Kong.
Right before the Second World War, Commonwealth forces were also stationed in the territory.

Taiwan
In a resource-constrained context, Taiwan's current approach for coping with a potential Chinese
incursion is the ODC. In conclusion, the ODC is a holistically interwoven strategy for guiding Taiwan's
military force growth and joint operations, with a focus on Taiwan's existing natural advantages, civilian
infrastructure, and asymmetrical warfare capabilities. Its purpose is to discourage and, if necessary,
destroy an invasion by the People's Liberation Army of China (PLA).

Timeline of Events
The timeline below demonstrates the historical background of the area which is significantly important to
understand in order to form links between what is happening in today’s far East, and what had happened
back when World War 2 broke down.
December 7, 1941

The Japanese attack Pearl Harbor.

April 18, 1942

Allied Forces establish General Headquarters (GHQ), Southwest Pacific
Area (SWPA) in Melbourne, Australia. SWPA includes the Philippines.
Gen. Douglas MacArthur becomes Commander-in-Chief.

May-June 1942

U.S. Forces in the Philippines cease operations with surrender of
American Forces in the Philippines.

August 6, 1945

U.S. drops an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan.

August 9, 1945

U.S. drops an atomic bomb on Nagasaki, Japan.

August 15, 1945

V-J Day (Victory over Japan Day) or V-P Day (Victory in the Pacific Day)
Japan surrenders, ending World War II.

Treaties and Events
The Washington Naval Conference (1921/1922): The United States, the United Kingdom, Japan,
France, and Italy signed the Five-Power Treaty, which was the foundation of the maritime
denuclearization program. It stipulated that each of the countries participating maintain a specific ratio of
warship tonnage, with the US and UK each having 500,000 tons, Japan 300,000 tons, and France and
Italy each having 175,000 tons. The Japanese wanted a 10:10:7 tonnage allocation, while the US Navy
chose a 10:10:5 allocation. The 5:5:3 ratio limitations were eventually adopted by the meeting. The
Five-Power Treaty gave both the United States and the United Kingdom the greatest tonnage permits
since they maintained fleets in both the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans to support their colonial possessions.
Treaty on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons: The NPT is a historic international treaty whose
goal is to inhibit the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technology, enhance collaboration in the
peaceful uses of nuclear energy, and advance the goal of nuclear disarmament and total disarmament.
Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF Treaty): Moderate Range Nuclear Forces Treaty,
contraction INF Treaty, atomic arms-control accord came to by the United States and the Soviet Union in
1987 in which those two countries consented to dispense with their supplies of middle reach and more
limited reach (or "medium-range") land-based rockets (which could convey atomic warheads). It was the
primary arms-control deal to cancel a whole class of weapons frameworks. Moreover, two conventions to
the arrangement laid out remarkable methods for spectators from the two countries to check firsthand the
other country's annihilation of its rockets. In February 2019 the United States reported that it was
suspending consistency with the deal.

Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone/ Treaty of Bangkok: Ten Southeast Asian
countries signed the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone, often known as the
SEANWFZ Treaty or the Bangkok Treaty, on December 15, 1995. The Treaty was signed on March 27,
1997, and it was registered with the United Nations on June 27, 1997. The Treaty is a vital legal
instrument in advancing ASEAN's goals, which include maintaining Southeast Asia as a
nuclear-weapon-free zone free of all other weapons of mass destruction, as stated in the ASEAN Charter.
It also emphasizes the significance of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) in
preventing nuclear weapons proliferation and contributing to international peace and security.
China has previously opposed the treaty's territorial breadth, which includes several contested territories,
despite supporting the treaty's general aims. China is concerned that having signed the Treaty will have an
impact on its South China Sea territorial claims, which include Malaysia, Brunei, and the Philippines.
Furthermore, Vietnam's strong support for the treaty, which has a history of military conflict with China,
heightened China's concerns about military choices in Southeast Asia. Because this pact "called upon
parties to the South China Sea conflict to renounce the use of force," China saw it as an attempt by
ASEAN to limit the use of force in support of its claims.

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue
START Treaty (Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty)
The Treaty Between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the
Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms (START Treaty) was signed on July 31, 1991, by
President George H.W. Bush and Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, limiting the number of ICBMs and
nuclear warheads that either country could possess. Armament in an overabundance of the agreed-upon
number would be disarmed, and missile silos would be decommissioned.
The START Treaty was adopted by Congress in October 1992. Political dissidents tried to overthrow
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev a month after the pact was signed, and the Soviet Union, which was
rapidly disintegrating, finally disintegrated. The signing of the START Treaty brought to a close
disarmament negotiations that had begun nearly 10 years earlier in the early 1980s.

Possible Solutions
Nuclear arms reduction has been especially crucial in the past when tensions between the US and China
have been high. It reduced the risk of military activity being miscalculated or misinterpreted, preventing
accidental or inadvertent escalation. The horrific experience of the 1962 Cuban missile crisis emphasized
the essential importance of efficient communication. Strategic stability is essential for ensuring that US,
Russian and Chinese nuclear policies are more foreseeable and less harmful to one another and the rest of
the world. Reciprocal obligations, prompt execution of agreements, and indisputable fulfillment with
nuclear arms control pledges have reassured each side's leadership that the other was not aiming for

strategic superiority. However, if the nuclear weapons control regime is allowed to deteriorate or perhaps
collapse, such assurances will be lost. Worst-case scenarios would be more apt to be adapted by both
sides, leading to unrestricted nuclear competition. Maintaining strategic stability today is a more difficult
task than it was during the Cold War because of the changing nature of strategic stability. Although
strategic stability previously focused solely on the strategic offensive nuclear forces of the United States
and Russia, with some attention paid to ballistic missile defense, today's model must account for
third-country actors as well as new concepts and technical advancement, such as pinpoint accuracy,
traditional strike system applications and cyber and space actions. Diplomatic and military officials from
the United States and Russia should engage in a broad, systematic, and ongoing dialogue on these issues
with the goal of understanding each other's concerns, clarifying misconceptions about key issues such as
each side's nuclear use doctrine, and, eventually, defining regulations for negotiations on various
problems. Russia, China and the USA publishing their more thorough nuclear posture in a format
comparable to the Nuclear Posture Review report would be an important and welcome first move in this
direction. Notwithstanding these tensions and the political difficulties of resuming the arms control
agenda, preventing a new nuclear weapons race requires joint US-Russian leadership and immediate
action. Acknowledging that a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be waged is one way to lessen
nuclear risk. Extending New START, keeping the INF Treaty while addressing compliance difficulties,
and reopening discussion of the geopolitical stabilization agenda are all important moves in that direction
that will benefit both sides and the rest of the world.
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