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I. Background Information on Belize
Belize is a Caribbean country located in the northeastern coast of

Central America. Belize borders Mexico to the north, Caribbean Sea to the east

and Guatemala to the south. The country’s population growth rate is the fifth highest in the region and the

fifty-eighth highest in the world. The mainstay of the economy for Belize is tourism.

Between the 17th and 18th centuries, the region was disputed by the British and Spanish, and

Belize became the colony of British Honduras in 1862. Due to the disputes between the UK and

Guatemala, the independence of Belize wasn’t established until 1981. Guatemala did not recognize the

new nation until 1992 and there is an ongoing border dispute between the two nations. This dispute has

been taken to the International Court of Justice for final resolution. Belize’s current concerns also include

heavy foreign debt burden, growing involvement in the Mexican and South American drug trade, high

crime rates and one of the highest HIV/AIDS prevalence rates in the region. However, considering its

location, Belize is not one of the countries surrounding the Amazon rainforest. Therefore, Belize is

directly related to two of the agenda items.

II. Previous Attempts of Belize at Resolving the Issues

A. The question of illicit drug trafficking among Latin American cartels:

● Due to its physical location, Belize is an ideal transshipment point to the U.S.

market. To counter the drug trafficking threat, Belize has adopted a hardline

approach to follow the U.S. 's policy and has also seeked help from the

aforementioned country to strengthen both its military and police force. Much

like its neighboring countries, this militaristic approach has been ineffective.

● Belize National Anti-Drug Strategy was instituted in 2000 in order to “reduce

demand and supply of drugs by 50 percent during the next five years, and to

alleviate the consequences associated with drug use and trafficking.”

● The U.S. began a series of operations in Central American countries by the

United States Southern Command (SOUTHCOM). The U.S. military was



deployed and they supported the Belizean military and police forces to intensify

the fight against drug traffickers. Through these missions, the Belizean troops

were taught how to effectively patrol rivers, destroy clandestine airstrips, and

turn over villages that have been seized by gangs.

B. The question of legislations for protecting the Amazon Forests in all

borders/countries:

● Considering the fact that Belize does not surround the Amazon rainforest, the

government has not implemented any legislations and measures to protect the

Amazon Forests specifically.

● With that being said, Belize currently has a number of important pieces of

legislation, some of which are in the process of being amended, and others that

require to be amended to meet future needs.

● There are approximately twenty-seven pieces of legislation, reinforced by their

supporting regulations, which have direct effect on the administration,

management, and use of Belize’s biological resources.

● These legislations include the Forest Act, the National Parks System Act, the

Fisheries Act, the National Lands Act, etc. which dates back as far as 1924,

before Belize had even declared its independence.

C. The question of the territorial conflict between Guatemala and Belize:

● Due to Guatemala’s claims on Belize, Guatemala has deployed soldiers on the

country’s border numerous times. However, thanks to the support from the

United Kingdom, Belize hasn’t been invaded.

● In 2008, Belize proposed to have referenda, both in Belize and in Guatemala, to

determine whether this case should be taken to the International Court of Justice

or not. Although both nations agreed to hold the referendum in 2013, the

referendum could not take place until 2018 in Guatemala. The voters in both

referendums supported the case being sent to the ICJ.

● Due to the pandemic, the result of the case was delayed. Belize has until 2022 to

submit their briefs. Therefore, the conflict remains unsolved.



III. Objectives, Aims and Possible Solutions Proposed by Belize On the

Issues

A. The question of illicit drug trafficking among Latin American cartels:

● As a country with the 11th highest country with education expenditures, Belize

really believes in the importance of education in this specific issue. With proper

education, people can gain the necessary awareness regarding the drug cartels

and avoid joining them.

● Considering poverty is a big issue, especially in Mexico, Civil Societies and

NGOs should be involved. Where a government falls short, the Civil Societies

and NGOs can play a huge role to help the people who need it the most.

● The governments should create more job opportunities for the citizens. For

example, the governments can create more job opportunities by prioritizing

public works (roads, bridges, etc.), since the government can quickly fund such

construction projects, and the projects require contractors and workers so the

government will hire directly. This way, there will be more job opportunities and

the citizens can benefit from the mentioned public works regardless.

B. The question of legislations for protecting the Amazon Forests in all

borders/countries:

● Belize once again believes that education on topics such as deforestation can play

an important role towards solving this issue. With proper education on the matter,

the present legislation can be properly amended to solve the issue more

effectively.

● Belize also believes that Member States should take the Belizean Government as

an example and partner with relevant NGOs for the protection of forests, wildlife

and biodiversity.

C. The question of the territorial conflict between Guatemala and Belize:

● Belize believes in the importance of cooperation in regards to the conflicts. For

the Guatemala-Belize conflict specifically, the case has already been sent to the

ICJ. However, it is important that Guatemala acknowledges the “Question of



Belize” and recognizes Belize as an independent nation and not as a region of its

own.

● Belize also believes that if countries fail to come together to resolve their

respective territorial disputes, organizations such as OAS should be involved to

find the middle ground between the nations and help find diplomatic solutions.
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